MEMORANDUM

Date: 04/21/2020

To: City Manager Steve McHarris, City Attorney Chris Diaz
CC: City Clerk Mary Lavelle

Subject: See Below

From: Councilmember, Karina Dominguez s i >
Subject: RESOLUTION CONDEMNING XENOPHOBIA AGAINST THE ASIAN
PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITY STEMMING FROM THE COVID-19

CRISIS AND RELATED ACTIONS

RECOMMENDATION

Place the following item on the May 5™ City Council meeting :

1. Adopt a resolution condemning all xenophobic and discriminatory behavior towards
the Asian Pacific Islander (AP1) Community arising from the COVID-19
pandemic and affirm the well-being and safety of the APl community, and,

2. Direct the City Manager to include in a future report what strategies will be

implemented to combat xenophobia against all communities post-COVID-19.



BACKGROUND

One unfortunate side effect of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic

has been the blatant xenophobic attitudes developed against the API
community in the past several months. While the point of origin of this specific
Novel Coronavirus may have been identified in Wuhan, China, it is absolutely
inappropriate to infer responsibility to an entire ethnic community globally and
worst, to act upon those inferences. Phrases such as “Chinese Virus” and the
“Wuhan Virus” coined by our divisive national figureheads have led to
increasing anxiety, tension and fear towards the APl community. COVID-19 is
a public health issue, not a racial one and characterizing it as such only

encourages hate crimes and incidents against Asian Americans.

Throughout the Bay Area we have been receiving information of individuals
been verbally accosted waiting in line at grocery stores and physically attacked.
We must collectively think of the well being and safety of our residents and
stand with our Asian American community. No community should be met with

hostility or have to fear their safety during this difficult time.

The County of Santa Clara recently adopted a resolution (see Attachment #1)
against the discrimination of our APl community. In Milpitas we have a high
population who identifies as Asian, we need to stand firmly by our neighbors of

Asian Pacific Island descent.



Attachment #1
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- INOUNCING XENOPHOBIA AND ANTI-ASIAN SENTIMENT ARISING
'DUE TO FEARS OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND AFFIRMING ITS
'COMMITMENT TO TIE WELL-BEING AND SAFETY OF ASIAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES

WHEREAS, Asian American communities are suffering acts of discrimination, hate
crimes, and microaggressions due to fears of COVID-19;

WHEREAS, since the December 2019 outbreak of the COVID-19 virus in Wuhan,
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confirmed deaths worldwide;

WHEREAS, according to the World Health Organization, over 100,000 cases have been
reported in the United States as of March 29, 2020;

'WHEREAS, at a White House press conference with the Coronavirus Task Force on
March 18, 2020, President Trump dubbed the COVID-19 virus the “Chinese virus,” and a White
House official reportedly called it “Kung-Flu”;

'WHEREAS, such rhetoric is reminiscent of the late 1800s, when Chinese Americans
were deemed the “yellow peril,” despite living in the United States for years;
WHEREAS, such rhetoric is inaccurate and stigmatizing, tends to incite fear and
ia, and may put Asian Americans at risk of retaliation;




ra County, one of the first minority-majority counties in the
he largest racial group since 2014, and currently, Asians make up
‘county’s population; and

.AS, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors wishes to affirm its
well-being and safety of Asian American community members and ensure
not alone and that they can speak out to help stop the spread of bigotry;

', THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the County
ra, California, that:

The County denounces xenophobia and anti-Asian sentiment and does not support

the Trump administration’s rhetoric and racist remarks regarding the COVID-19
virus.

The County joins cities, counties, and states across the country in affirming its
commitment to the safety and well-being of Asian Americans and in combating
hate crimes targeting Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

The County will continue its efforts to protect residents and victims of hate, and
to prosecute and curb hate acts related to COVID-19 in partnership with
‘nonprofits, the County of Santa Clara’s District Attorney’s office, the San José




s been delivered by electronic

to the President, Board of Supervisors.
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